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status can be determined upon without giving most care-
ful consideration to the potentialities of Eussia, a coun-
try with strong historic and economic claims. Future
alliances involving the defeated Central Powers may also
greatly change the political situation in the Near East.
Any Pan-Islamic and Pan-Turanian movements "will be
watched with special interest.
International Relations
The dawn of the twentieth century found the Turk still
maintaining a precarious hold over a portion of south-
eastern Europe. His position still remained, as it had al-
ways been, a most anomalous one. After five and a half
centuries of occupation the Turk continued as a stranger
and an intruder.
Had the Turk been other than what he really was,
he might simply have become a new nation, alongside
of the other southeastern nations. Being what he was,
the Turk could not do this. He could not sit down
alongside of the other nations. He could not assimi-
late the other nations, or be assimilated by them. He
could not sit down among the other nations as a con-
stant neighbour and occasional enemy. If he came
among them at all, he could come only as a ruler, and,
if as a ruler, then as an oppressor.
As far as the Turks are concerned, the Turkish
government is a government, though a despotic one.
To the Turks the Sultan is their sovereign, the head of
their nation. As members of that nation, they are his
subjects. A Turk is a subject of the Sultan, if not in
the sense in which an Englishman is the subject of his
Queen, yet at least in the sense in which a Eussian is
the subject of his Emperor. But the Christian subjects
of the Sultan, that is the people of the lands in which
the Sultan and his Turks are encamped as strangers,
so far from being the Sultan's subjects in the English
sense, are not even Ms subjects in the Enssian sense.
He Is not the head of their nation, but the head of a for-
eign nation, a nation whom they look on as their bit-

